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Preface 
;LIR�[SQIR�[EPO�MR�TYFPMG�WTEGIW�XLI]�EVI�SJXIR�WYFNIGXIH�XS�HMJJIVIRX�JSVQW�SJ�WI\YEP�LEVEWWQIRX�
(ogling, verbal commentary, explicit observation, touching and occasionally assault and/or rape). Sexual 
harassment in public spaces is by far the most common form of sexual violence. It is a pervasive 
phenomenon and an everyday struggle that Egyptian women have to endure, and in many cases accept, 
while present in public space. It is often portrayed as a trivial matter with few or no consequences, 
YRHIVQMRMRK�MXW�TVSJSYRH�MQTEGX�SR�[SQIR´W�TIVGITXMSRW�SJ�XLIQWIPZIW��XLIMV�FSHMIW�ERH�XLIMV�VSPI�
in society. Street sexual harassment is an endemic social problem that harms women both physically 
and psychologically and violates their basic rights to safety and mobility. 

Sexual harassment is underreported all over the globe. Stigma and shame prevent many targets 
of sexual harassment from talking about or reporting these crimes. New technologies and social 
media platforms open up possibilities to overcome some of the barriers to data collection on sexual 
LEVEWWQIRX��8LI� 1ET�� [LMGL� LEW� FIGSQI� SRI� SJ� ,EVEWW1ET´W� QIXLSHW� JSV� KIRIVEXMRK� HEXE� ERH�
providing women with an alternative way to report sexual harassment, has enjoyed great success in 
generating debates and discussions around the issue. Moreover, it has provided a venue where both 
women and men can share experiences and stories as well as their reactions and positions on sexual 
harassment. 

*MREPP]��EJXIV�X[S�]IEVW�SJ�LEVH�[SVO��[I�EVI�TVIWIRXMRK�XLI�½RHMRKW�SJ�SYV�WXYH]�XLEX�PSSOW�EX�XLI�YWI�
of technology in addressing sexual harassment in public space. It examines the use of technologies in 
reporting incidents of sexual harassment and provides insights into the perceptions and experiences 
SJ�)K]TXMER�[SQIR�ERH�QIR�SR�WI\YEP�LEVEWWQIRX�MR�+VIEXIV�'EMVS�

Amel Fahmy
Principle Investigator
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Executive Summary
'VS[HWSYVGMRK�LEW�IQIVKIH�EW�ER�I\GMXMRK�RI[�QIXLSH�JSV�HEXE�GSPPIGXMSR�]IX�MXW�IJ½GEG]�VIQEMRW�
poorly understood. As part of our mission to end the social acceptability of sexual harassment in Egypt, 
HarassMap has conducted a study to investigate the strengths and weaknesses of crowdsourcing as a 
data collection method comparing it to traditional data collection techniques, such as questionnaires, 
focus groups and interviews. This study took place in order to draw a clearer picture of the role 
crowdsourced data can play both in our work and the work of others, as well as to provide insights 
into how sexual harassment, which has long been an issue in Egypt, is conceptualized and understood. 
8LI�VIWIEVGL�[EW�GSRHYGXIH�MR�WM\�EHQMRMWXVEXMZI�YRMXW�SJ�+VIEXIV�'EMVS��,IP[ER��-QFEFE��1EWV�)P�
gedida, Masr El-qadima, Shubra El-kheima, and Shubra Masr) covering a range of socio-economic 
backgrounds.

Chapter one discusses in detail the socio-political context of sexual harassment in Egypt, offers a 
review of the previous literature on crowdsourcing, an outline of the research methodology, challenges 
faced and limitations of the study, as well as ethical considerations. It also presents the qualitative 
and quantitative analytical methods employed. The study triangulated crowdsourced, qualitative and 
UYERXMXEXMZI�HEXE�XS�TVSZMHI�QYPXMTPI�TIVWTIGXMZIW�ERH�EPPS[�JSV�MRGVIEWIH�GSR½HIRGI�MR�FSXL�MRXIVREP�
and external data validity. The crowdsourced data was derived from reports received via our online 
Map while our other data came from focus group discussions, in depth interviews and questionnaires. 
3YV�WEQTPI�MRGPYHIH�VITSVXW�JVSQ�FSXL�QIR�ERH�[SQIR�JVSQ�EGVSWW�+VIEXIV�'EMVS�

Chapter two provides quantitative analysis of the data collected based on 450 questionnaires (300 
GSQTPIXIH�F]�[SQIR�ERH�����F]�QIR
�HMWXVMFYXIH�IZIRP]�FIX[IIR�WM\�EHQMRMWXVEXMZI�YRMXW�SJ�+VIEXIV�
'EMVS��8LI�UYERXMXEXMZI� WXYH]�[EW� GEVVMIH�SYX� MR�IEGL� EVIE� MR�TEVXRIVWLMT�[MXL� E� PSGEP�2+3�[LS�
MHIRXM½IH�TEVXMGMTERXW�FEWIH�SR�XLI�WXYH]�WIPIGXMSR�GVMXIVME�

Major Findings 

• A majority of respondents understood “sexual harassment” to refer to more than just rape and/
or sexual assault. They further perceived other behaviours, such as ogling, comments, and facial 
expressions to be acts of sexual harassment. Younger and more highly educated respondents 
KIRIVEPP]� IQTPS]IH�QSVI� MRGPYWMZI� HI½RMXMSRW��

• ;SQIR�VIKEVHPIWW�SJ�XLIMV�EKI�KVSYT�I\TIVMIRGI�WI\YEP�LEVEWWQIRX�

• 95.3% of female respondents reported having been harassed in the past, most commonly during 
the afternoon either on the streets (81.4%) or on public transport (14.8%). 

• 17.7% of respondents reported having intervened upon witnessing sexual harassment.

• ;SQIR� VITSVXIH� VIEGXMRK� MR� ZEVMSYW�[E]W� XS� FIMRK� LEVEWWIH��QSWX� GSQQSRP]� HSMRK� RSXLMRK�
followed by “answering back and putting him to shame”.

• 6IWYPXW�WLS[IH�XLEX�WI\YEP�LEVEWWQIRX�LEW�E�WMKRM½GERX�TW]GLSPSKMGEP�IJJIGX�SR�XLI�LEVEWWIH��[MXL�
81.8% of respondents reporting feeling upset or disgusted by their experience.
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• 77.3% of male respondents reported who belong to different age group having perpetrated sexual 
harassment.

• 63.3% of respondents attributed sexual harassment to harassers being poorly raised, 48.9% to a 
lack of religious awareness, 34.2% to sexual repression and 34.4% to a lack of control of the media.

• *I[�VIWTSRHIRXW�VITSVXIH�½PMRK�SJ½GMEP�VITSVXW��X]TMGEPP]�HYI�XS�JIEV�SJ�E�WGERHEP��2IEVP]�LEPJ�XLI�
sample, however, considered that police stations were the best places to report harassment.

• 83.3% of the study participants said they would not report incidents of sexual harassment using 
ER�SRPMRI�VITSVXMRK�W]WXIQ�EW�XLI]�HMH�RSX�FIPMIZI�MX�[SYPH�FI�EFPI�XS�KYEVERXII�GSR½HIRXMEPMX]�

• Younger respondents were more widely aware of HarassMap.

• Results showed minimal variation in rates of sexual harassment in different geographical areas.

Chapter three provides qualitative analysis of the data collected based on 48 (30 female and 18 
QEPI
�JSGYW�KVSYT�HMWGYWWMSRW��*+(W
�GSRHYGXIH��8LI�*+(W�TVSZMHIH�ER�STIR�JSVYQ�JSV�TEVXMGMTERXW�
to discuss sexual harassment, giving the researchers insight into how they perceive the phenomenon. 
Thematic analysis and qualitative case-oriented open coding were employed to study the data.

Major Findings 

• Many participants were comfortable using the expression “ر���ش جن�س��ي– ” (sexual harassment) 
however the term “�²معاك�س��ة��¾MVXEXMSR
�[EW�WXMPP�IRGSYRXIVIH��[MXL�QER]�QIR�YWMRK�MX�XS�VIJIV�
to “minor” forms of harassment.

• Many more women than men perceived actions such as catcalls, ogling and facial expressions as 
LEVEWWQIRX�[LMPI�QEPI�TEVXMGMTERXW�KIRIVEPP]�MHIRXM½IH�WI\YEP�LEVEWWQIRX�[MXL�TL]WMGEP�LEVQ�

• Participants frequently attributed sexual harassment to economic and political conditions, citing 
reasons such as “high unemployment”, “poor religious values”, “lack of manners”, “sexual frustration”, 
±[SQIR´W�HVIWW²��ERH�±E�PEGO�SJ�WIGYVMX]�ERH�ETTVSTVMEXI�PIKMWPEXMSR²�

• 7I\YEP�LEVEWWQIRX�LEW�FIIR�WLS[R�XS�LEZI�WMKRM½GERX�TL]WMGEP�ERH�TW]GLSPSKMGEP�GSRWIUYIRGIW�

• Most female respondents said that they rarely respond to harassment, especially when it is verbal.

• 1ER]�JIQEPI�VIWTSRHIRXW�[IVI�[MPPMRK�XS�HMWGYWW�XLIMV�I\TIVMIRGIW�SJ�LEVEWWQIRX�MR�XLI�*+(W��
although some stated they had not discussed the issue with family members due to fears that their 
mobility or style of dress would subsequently be restricted.

• Participants stated they were reluctant to report harassment to the police and had not done so 
in the past.

• Men were generally more accepting of the idea of reporting harassment online than women, who 
often highlighted concerns about safety and anonymity.

• Male participants were generally reluctant to discuss in detail incidents where they had harassed 
women in the past, although many did admit having done so.
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• =SYRKIV� ERH�QSVI� EJ¾YIRX� JIQEPI� TEVXMGMTERXW� KIRIVEPP]� YRHIVWXSSH� WI\YEP� LEVEWWQIRX�QSVI�
broadly and used more gendered language. They openly discussed dominant traditions and 
discourses limiting the role of women and the prevalence of masculine images that normalise 
harassment.

• The stigma attached to speaking about or reporting harassment was a recurring theme and seems 
to be one of the main reasons for low reporting levels.

Chapter four provides comparisons of the narrative accounts derived from the online Map and 
in-depth interviews (IDIs). Further, the Map reports were taken from our online Map, cleaned and 
½PXIVIH�XS�VIQSZI�RSR�REVVEXMZI�VITSVXW��-RJSVQEXMSR��WYGL�EW�[LIVI�LEVEWWQIRX�SGGYVVIH�ERH�XLI�
EKI�ERH�WI\�SJ�LEVEWWIVW�[EW�XLIR�I\XVEGXIH�ERH�GSQTEVIH�XS�XLI�HEXE�JVSQ�XLI�½IPH�UYIWXMSRREMVI�

Major Findings 

• Different types of harassment were reported more commonly depending on the approach 
employed with forms such as catcalls and ogling most common in the IDIs and forms such as 
touching, physical assault and rape more frequent in the Map reports.

• The physical locations in which harassment was reported to occur were similar in both datasets, 
with most incidents happening on the street followed by on public transport.

• ,EVEWWIVW�[IVI� SZIV[LIPQMRKP]� MHIRXM½IH� EW�QIR� MR� FSXL� HEXEWIXW�� EPXLSYKL� MR� XLI�1ET� HEXE�
the sex of the harasser was unclear in the majority of many cases. A majority of harassers were 
MHIRXM½IH�EW�EKIH������� MR�FSXL�HEXEWIXW�ERH�[SQIR�EKIH�������[IVI� WLS[R� XS�I\TIVMIRGI�
harassment most often in both datasets.

• Harassment was reported as occurring at broadly similar rates in the morning, afternoon and 
evening (although rarely at night) in the Map data while the vast majority of cases were reported 
EW�SGGYVVMRK�MR�XLI�EJXIVRSSR�SV�IZIRMRK�MR�XLI�½IPH�HEXE�

• The Map narratives exhibited a recurring four part structure characterised by 1) a set-up of the 
scene, 2) details of the harassment itself, 3) the response of the harassed individual, and 4) the 
moral. Longer narratives sometimes, but not always, included this forth element of the moral, 
[LMGL�SJJIVIH�TYFPMG�GSQQIRXW�SR�LEVEWWQIRX�MR�)K]TX�MR�+IRIVEP��8LMW�WXVYGXYVI�[EW�RSX�WIIR�
in the IDIs where shorter question and answer exchanges were more common than extended 
narratives.

• A majority of accounts in both the Map and IDI data were 1) brief and included few details of the 
harassment itself, 2) offered little description, 3) used a mixture of direct and indirect language, 
4) tended to repeat the categories of harassment provided on the Map report form and the 
questionnaire.

• Explicitly sexual language was found in the Map reports than in the interviews where euphemisms 
and vaguer language were generally favoured.

• Details of the responses taken by the harassed were scarce in the short Map reports however in 
longer reports descriptions of the reaction taken were often longer than the description of the 



Page VITowards A Safer City

sexual harassment event itself. In the IDIs, few details about the responses taken by the harassed 
were included and the harassment tended to be minimised.

• 8LI�MHIE�XLEX�LEVEWWQIRX�MW�E�ZMSPEXMSR�SJ�XLI�[SQIR´W�VMKLXW�[EW�VEVIP]�WIIR�MR�XLI�1ET�HEXE�FYX�
was a more common in the IDI data, although it often only emerged after probing.

• Fuller and more comprehensive reports were received via the Map than in the interviews which 
may suggest that people are more willing to speak about the issue online than in person. This may 
represent a major advantage of the Map over traditional methods. The Map offers a space where 
individuals can speak relatively freely and anonymously, although the Map is not a perfect method 
for data collection as a great deal of information was lacking in the Map data set.

• %� PMQMXEXMSR� SJ� XLI� 1ET� HEXE� MW� XLEX� MX� TVSZMHIW� PMQMXIH� MRWMKLXW� MRXS� HMJJIVMRK� HI½RMXMSRW� SJ�
LEVEWWQIRX��8LI� -(-� HEXE� WLS[IH� XLEX� HI½RMXMSRW� SJ� LEVEWWQIRX� ZEV]� WYFWXERXMEPP]� [MXL� QIR�
broadly understanding it to refer to physical acts and women associating it more strongly with 
verbal harassment.

• 3YV�½RHMRKW�FVSEHP]�WYTTSVX�XLI�L]TSXLIWMW�XLEX�XLI�1ET�MW�ER�IJJIGXMZI�XSSP�JSV�HEXE�GSPPIGXMSR�
for sensitive issues despite its limitations.

&KDSWHU�¼YH presents study recommendations for tackling sexual harassment in Egypt, such as: the 
RIIH� JSV�QSVI�UYEPMXEXMZI� VIWIEVGL�� GSRWXVYGXMRK�TSWMXMZI� MQEKIW� EVSYRH�[SQIR´W�TVIWIRGI� MR� XLI�
public space, reinforcing of the new legislation on sexual harassment, fostering collaboration between 
different concerned parties at the national level, promoting a more positive image of police stations 
as entities that provide services for all Egyptians, and reaching out to the younger population through 
unconventional methods, such as social media.


